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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CF.R. SS L56. L97. 1.98 



Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, the following 
patents, publications, applications, and/or other information are being submitted and disclosed to 
the Office, including those listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449, for consideration by the 
Examiner. 

Applicants respectfully request that the disclosed information be made of record and expressly 
considered by the Examiner during examination of the pending application. Further, Applicants 
respectfully request that the disclosed items be listed on the face of any patent issuing from the 
pending application in the "references cited" column. 

hi accordance with 37 CF.R. § 1.97 (g), the present information disclosure statement is not a 
representation that a search has been made. 

Li accordance with 37 CF.R. § 1.97 (h), the present information disclosure statement is not an 
admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability. 

In accordance with MPEP § 609, Applicants respectfully request that if the present application is 
a continuing application, all information considered by the Office in the parent application be 
considered in the present application, although it need not be listed on the face of the patent 
unless resubmitted in this or another information disclosure statement filed in this application. 

Finally, the present information disclosure statement is not an admission that the information 
cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, prior art. 
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BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE OFFICE UNDER 37 C.F,R. S 1.97 

l^37C.F,R. S 1.97fb) 

The present information disclosure statement is being filed, to the best of Applicants' knowledge 
and belief: 

(1) within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued 
prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d); or 

(2) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 
in an international application; or 

(3) before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits; or 

(4) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14. 

n 37 C.F.R. S L97(c) 

The present information disclosure statement is being filed, to the best of AppHcants' knowledge 
and belief, before the mailing of any of: a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113, a notice of 
allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. 

CU Apphcants certify that each item of information contained in the information 

disclosure statement was cited in a communication fi*om a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

rn Applicants certify that no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
OR 

I I A check in the amount of is enclosed. 

n Please charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account . 

n37C.F.R. S 1.97(d) 

The present information disclosure statement is being filed, to the best of Applicants' knowledge 
and belief, on or before payment of the issue fee. 

□ Applicants certify that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

n Applicants certify that no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
AND 

r~l A check in the amount of is enclosed. 

□ Please charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account . 
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CONTENT OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 37 C.F.R. S 1.98 

The present information disclosure statement includes any information noted above, along with a 
FormPTO-1449 (1 page). 

If applicable, a legible copy of the following is being included: 

(1) Each foreign patent or published foreign patent application, along with an English language 
abstract for all non-English foreign patent documents (identified by country or patent office, 
an appropriate document number, and the publication date). 

(2) Each publication (identified by published, author (if any), title, relevant pages of the 
publication , date, and place of publication). 

If there are any questions regarding this submission, please contact the undersigned. 



CERTIFICATE OF 
TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



Respectfully submitted. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or 
deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail, postage prepaid, 
to: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450 on February 7, 2006. 



ALLEMAN HALL MCCOY 
RUSSELL & TUTTLE LLP 





M, Matthews Hall 
Registration No. 43,653 
Customer No. 50488 
Attorney for Applicant 
806 SW Broadway, Suite 600 
Portland, Oregon 97205 
Telephone: (503) 459-4141 
Facsimile: (503) 459-4142 
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SHEET I OF 1 



FORM PTO-1449 




DOCKET NUMBER 

WBA05301 


APPLICATION NUMBER 
10/559,542 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION IN AN APPLICATION 


APPLICANTS 

Ralph Gauss 






HLING DATE 

December 2, 2005 


GROUP ART UNIT 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FIL. DATE 
IFAPPROP. 




6,045,740 


4/4/2000 


Gorlich 










6,382,946 


5/7/2002 


Beck et al. 




































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


TRANSLATION 

YES NO 




JP4-348923 


12/3/1992 


Japan 






abstract 






JP7-40400 


2/10/1995 


Japan 






abstract 






EP0999029 


5/10/2000 


Europe 








X 




DE19857735 


6/29/2000 


Germany 






abstract 






FR2826905 


1/10/2003 


France 






abstract 






WO2004/026556 


4/1/2004 


PCX 








X 




JP7-266379 


10/17/1995 


Japan 






abstract 






EP1426160 


6/9/2004 


Europe 








X 


OTHER DOCUMENTS 





EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



